
Blue Raven 

Books and 

Gifts    There are Great Things happening at Blue Raven now and in the very near 

future.  To start with the ritual candles are in, we have white, black, blue, 

green. Orange, yellow, brown, red, and purple.  All of these are 6 inches and 

only cost $1.25 each.  In the next  couple of weeks we will have herbs in,  So 

come and let us know which ones you’re looking for and we will see that we 

carry them. 

We now have discount punch cards,  With every $25.00 purchased you will 

receive a punch, after you have all ten punches on your card you get 20% off 

your very next purchase. (sorry reading and classes are not included) 

Starting as of May 3rd our store hours will be changing to our summer 

hours.  We will be opening at the same time, 10:00am every day but our clos-

ing hours are changing. 

New Hours are as follows:   

Sunday     10:00am  to   6:00pm    Monday         10:00am to 10:00pm    

Tuesday    10:00am  to 10:00pm Wednesday   10:00am to 10:00pm 

Thursday  10:00am  to 10:00pm Friday           10:00am to 10:00pm 

Saturday   10:00am to  10:00pm 

We hope that this will help give you more of a chance to come and visit us. 

Upcoming Classes 

May2nd Beltane Ritual 
May 9th Quit Smoking with EFT* 
May 9th Moon Ceremony 
May 16th God of the month 
May 14th Gallery Readings 
May 17th Drum Circle 

May 23rd Moon Ceremony  

Go to our website to find out more about these great classes 

http://www.blueravenimports.com 
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What is Beltane? 
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 To the ancient Celts, it symbolized the coming of spring. It was the time of year when the 
crops began to sprout, the animals bore their young, and the people could begin to get out of the 
houses where they had been cooped up during the long dark cold winter months. Keep in mind that 
the people in those days had no electric lights or heat, and that the Celtic counties are at a much 
more northerly latitude than many of us are used to. At that latitude, spring comes much later, and 
winter lasts much longer than in most of the US. The coming of fair weather and longer daylight 
hours would be most welcome after a long cold and dark winter.  
 The most ancient way of observing this day is with fire. Beltane, along with Samhain (Nov.1), 
Imbolc (Feb.1), and Lughnassadh (Aug.1), was one of the four great "fire festivals" which marked the 
turning points of the Celtic year. The most ancient records tell us that the people would extinguish all 
the hearth fires in the country and then relight them from the "need fires" lit by the druids (who used 
friction as a means of ignition). In many areas, the cattle were driven between two great bonfires to 
protect them from disease during the coming year. It is my personal belief, although I have no docu-
mentation to back up the assumption, that certain herbs would have been burnt in the fires, thus pro-
ducing smoke which would help destroy parasites which might make cattle and other livestock ill.  
 One of the most beautiful customs associated with this festival was "bringing in the May." The 
young people of the villages and towns would go out into the fields and forests at Midnight on April 
30th and gather flowers with which to bedeck themselves, their families, and their homes. They 
would process back into the villages, stopping at each home to leave flowers, and to receive the 
best of food and drink that the home had to offer. This custom is somewhat similar to "trick or treat" 
at Samhain and was very significant to the ancients. John Williamson, in his study, The Oak King, 
the Holly King, and the Unicorn, writes, "These revelers were messengers of the renewal of vegeta-
tion, and they assumed the right to punish the niggardly, because avarice ( as opposed to generos-
ity) was dangerous to the community's hope for the abundance of nature. At an important time like 
the coming of summer, food, the substance of life must be ritually circulated generously within the 
community in order that the cosmic circuit of life's substance may be kept in motion (trees, flocks, 
harvests, etc.). These revelers would bless the fields and flocks of those who were generous and 
wish ill harvests on those who withheld their bounty.  
 When Christianity came to the British Isles, many of the ancient holy sites were taken over by 
the new religion and converted to Christian sites. Many of the old Gods and Goddesses became 
Christian saints, and many of the customs were appropriated. Charles Squire says," An ingenious 
theory was invented after the introduction of Christianity, with the purpose of allowing such ancient 
rites to continue with a changed meaning. The passing of persons and cattle through flame or 
smoke was explained as a practice which interposed a magic protection between them and the pow-
ers of evil.  This is precisely what the original festival was intended to do; only the definition of "evil" 
had changed. These old customs continued to be practiced in many areas for centuries. "In Scotland 
in 1282, John, the priest in Iverkething, led the young girls of his parish in a phallic dance of decid-
edly obscene character during Easter week. For this, penance was laid upon him, but his punish-
ment was not severe, and he was allowed t retain his benefice. 
 Modern day pagan observances of Beltane include the maypole dances, bringing in the May, 
and jumping the cauldron for fertility. Many couples wishing to conceive children will jump the caul-
dron together at this time. Fertility of imagination and other varieties of fertility are invoked along with 
sexual fertility. In Wiccan and other Pagan circles, this is a joyous day, full of laughter and good 
times.  
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The Taurean's characteristics are solidity, practicality, extreme determination and strength of will - no 
one will ever drive them, but they will willingly and loyally follow a leader they trust. They are stable, 

balanced, conservative good, law-abiding citizens and lovers of peace, possessing all the best qualities of 

the bourgeoisie. As they have a sense of material values and physical possessions, respect for property 
and a horror of falling into debt, they will do everything in their power to maintain the security of the 

status quo and be somewhat hostile to change. 
Mentally, they are keen-witted and practical more often than intellectual, but apt to become fixed in their 

opinions through their preference for following accepted and reliable patterns of experience. Their char-

acter is generally dependable, steadfast, prudent, just, firm and unshaken in the face of difficulties. Their 
vices arise from their virtues, going to extremes on occasion,such as sometimes being too slavish to the 

conventions they admire.  

 
On rare occasions a Taurean may be obstinately and exasperatingly self-righteous, unoriginal, rigid, ul-

traconservative, argumentative, querulous bores, stuck in a self-centered rut. They may develop a 

brooding resentment through nursing a series of injuries received and, whether their characters are posi-
tive or negative, they need someone to stroke their egos with a frequent, "Well Done!" Most Taureans 

are not this extreme though. 
They are faithful and generous friends with a great capacity for affection, but rarely make friends with 

anyone outside their social rank, to which they are ordinarily excessively faithful. In the main, they are 

gentle, even tempered, good natured, modest and slow to anger, disliking quarreling and avoiding ill-
feeling. If they are provoked, however, they can explode into violent outbursts of ferocious anger in 

which they seem to lose all self-control. Equally unexpected are their occasional sallies into humor and 

exhibitions of fun. 
Although their physical appearance may belie it, they have a strong aesthetic taste, enjoying art, for 

which they may have a talent, beauty (recoiling from anything sordid or ugly) and music. They may have 

a strong, sometimes unconventional, religious faith. Allied to their taste for all things beautiful is a love 
for the good things of life pleasure, comfort, luxury and good food and wine and they may have to resist 

the temptation to over indulgence, leading to drunkenness, gross sensuality, and covetousness. 
In their work, Taureans are industrious and good craftspeople, and are not afraid of getting their hands 
dirty. They are reliable, practical, methodical and ambitious, within a framework of obedience to superi-

ors. They are at their best in routine positions of trust and responsibility, where there is little need of ur-
gency and even less risk of change, and a pension at the end. Yet they are creative and good founders of 

enterprises where the rewards of their productiveness come from their own work and not that of others.  

They can flourish in many different trades and professions: banking, architecture, building, almost any 
form of bureaucracy, auctioneering, farming, medicine, chemistry, industry Taureans make good manag-

ers and foremen surveying, insurance, education and, perhaps surprisingly, music and sculpture. They 

make an ideal trustee or guardian, and can attain eminence as a chef. Some Taureans are gifted enough 
in singing to become opera stars or to excel in more popular types of music. 
They are more than averagely amorous and sensually self-conscious, but sexually straightforward and 

not given to experiment. They make constant, faithful, home loving spouses and thoughtful, kindly par-
ents, demanding too much of neither their spouses nor children. They can be over possessive and may 

sometimes play the game of engineering family roles for the pleasure of making up the quarrel. If any-
one offends their amour proper they can be a determined enemy, though magnanimous in forgiveness if 

their opponent makes an effort to meet them halfway. 
No other sign in the zodiac is closer to earth then Taurus. The main objective in leading a Taurean life is 
primarily (though not entirely) to maintain stability and physical concerns. Your inner spiritual sense 

longs for earthly harmony and wholesomeness. When you fully understand this, and work toward this 

end, you will no longer need to blindly reassure yourself with external possessions and comforts. A reali-
zation that finding this inner peace will cause all of the above mentioned positive things will overtake you 

and your life will be very full.  Cont. on page 4 



Books and Gifts 

Ultimately the Taurean needs to discover their truest, deepest and highest values. When they know what 
is truly valuable, they are no longer chained to people and to things that have to do with lesser values. 

The greatest indication of value to a Taurean is beauty, which cannot be owned, only appreciated.  

Possible Health Concerns... 
Taurus governs the throat and neck and its subjects need to beware throat infections, goiter and respira-
tory ailments such as asthma. They are said to be at risk of diseases of the genitals, womb, liver and kid-

neys, and of abscesses and rheumatism. Because their body type has an inclination to physical laziness, 

Taureans can be overweight. 
LIKES  

• Stability 

• Being Attracted 

• Things Natural 

• Time to Ponder 
                        

DISLIKES  

• Disruption 

• Being pushed too hard 

• Synthetic or "man made" things 

• Being rushed 
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Taurus About Your Sign... 
 

 

Your ruling planet is VENUS 

.   

  

 

The color of choice for Taurus is PINK  

 

Your Starstone is the EMERALD  

 

Store Hours 

Sunday thru Saturday 

10:00am to 8:00pm 

Phone:  517-507-5051 

Email: 

Store@blueravenimports.com 

Website: 

www.Blueravenimports.com 


