September 2008

We wish to
thank every-
one that
made our first
month what it

was.

We also wish
to let
everyone
know what is
coming up in
the future.

Coming in October
the first Pagan Pride
Day to be held in the
Lansing area.

Location:

The Unitarian
Universalist Church
Grounds
855 Grove Street
East Lansing, Ml
48823
Date:
Saturday, October 4,
2008
Time:
2:30PM till 6:30PM

NEWLETTER

The Classroom is Completed

W e just want to let every-

one know that the classroom is
finally completed, and we are
now starting to schedule
classes.

The first classes we would like
to announce is,

Introduction to Astrology

Instructor: Ellen Bluhm-Goik
Starts Sept. 21, Sundays 1:00-
3:30 pm for 8 weeks at Blue
Raven, Lansing, Cost $120.00

Learning astrology can be one
of the most rewarding life ex-
periences an individual can
have. Understanding yourself
and others through astrology
opens a world of knowledge
and experience that deeply
enriches and develops an indi-
vidual. This first course offers a
beginning understanding of an
individual birth chart and

life. Included is an in-depth

discussion of the signs, their
natural divisions, and an intro-
duction to the houses and plan-
ets. Students will use their own
chart as a basis of learn-

ing. This first course or equiva-
lent knowledge is a prerequisite
to all other astrology classes.

To sign up for this class you
can contact the;

Learning Center for Astrological
Studies

At LCASastrology.com or at
517-676-1680 .
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‘ ~ e are also scheduling a

class by Frank Graham on Angelic
Realms and the Seven Heavens.
This class will teach you the dif-
ference on Angels, Demons And
devils. You will also learn of the
seven different heavens. The cost
for this class is $25.00 and will be
held on Saturday October 11th.

O n Saturday October 18th,
from 2pm until 6pm. Ishtar
(Katrina) Searcy will be teaching
a class on Psychic Development.
She will be teaching you how to
build your psychic ability and how
to use it.

The cost for this class is $40.00.

You can sign up for any of these
classes at

Blue Raven
2832 S. Cedar St.
Lansing, MI

Call for more information

Who AreVirgo’s

T he Virgin

August 23 to September 23
Traditional Virgo Traits
Modest and shy
Meticulous and reliable
Practical and diligent
Intelligent and analytical
On the dark side....

Fussy and a worrier
Overcritical and harsh
Perfectionist and conservative

Virgo is the only zodiacal sign
represented by a female. ltis
sometimes thought of as a po-
tentially creative girl, delicately
lovely; sometimes as a some-
what older woman, intelligent
but rather pedantic and spin-
sterish. The latter impression is
sometimes confirmed by the
Virgoan preciseness, refine-
ment, fastidious love of cleanli-
ness, hygiene and good order,
conventionality and aristocratic
attitude of reserve. They are

usually observant, shrewd, criti-
cally inclined, judicious, patient,
practical supporters of the
status quo, and tend toward
conservatism in all departments
of life. On the surface they are
emotionally cold, and some-
times this goes deeper, for their
habit of suppressing their natu-
ral kindness may in the end
cause it to atrophy, with the
result that they shrink from
committing themselves to
friendship, make few relation-
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Virgo

LIKES
Health foods
Lists
Hygiene
Order
Wholesomeness

DISLIKES
Hazards to health
Anything sordid
Sloppy workers
Squalor
Being uncertain

Your starstone is
the beautiful,
SARDONYX. The
Sardonyx can be
found with many
different colored
bands on it but the
one suggested for
Virgo is that of the
reddish brown
variety. It is in the
quartz family and
is mined around
the world.

.
WHO AREVIRGO’S Cont.

ships, and those they do make they are careful to keep superficial.

But the outward lack of feeling may, in some individuals born under this sign, conceal too much emo-
tion, to which they are afraid of giving way because they do not trust others, nor do they have confi-
dence in themselves and their judgments. This is because they are conscious of certain shortcomings
in themselves of worldliness, of practicality, of sophistication and of outgoingness. So they bring the
art of self concealment to a high pitch, hiding their apprehensiveness about themselves and their often
considerable sympathy with other people under a mantle of matter-of-factness and undemonstrative,
quiet reserve. They are still waters that run deep. Yet in their unassuming, outwardly cheerful and
agreeable fashion, they can be sensible, discreet, well spoken, wise and witty, with a good under-
standing of other people's problems which they can tackle with a practicality not always evident in
their own personal relationships.

Both sexes have considerable charm and dignity, which make some male Virgoans appear effeminate
when they are not. In marriage they can be genuinely affectionate, making good spouses and parents,
but their love making is a perfection of technique rather than the expression of desire, and they must
be careful not to mate with a partner whose sex drive requires a passion they cannot match.

They are intellectually enquiring, methodical and logical, studious and teachable. They combine men-
tal ingenuity with the ability to produce a clear analysis of the most complicated problems. They have
an excellent eye for detail but they may be so meticulous that they neglect larger issues. Also, al-
though they are realists, they may slow down projects by being too exact.

They are practical with their hands, good technicians and have genuine inventive talents, Thorough-
ness, hard work and conscientiousness are their hallmarks, and they are such perfectionists that, if
things go wrong, they are easily discouraged. Because of their ability to see every angle of a many-
sided question, they are unhappy with abstract theorizing. Appreciating the many different points of
view as they do, they find philosophical concepts difficult, and they vacillate and have no confidence in
any conclusions at which they arrive.

With these qualities, they are better as subordinates than leaders. Responsibility irks them and they
often lack the breadth of strategic vision that a leader needs Virgoans are essentially tacticians, admi-
rable in the attainment of limited objectives. Their self distrust is something they project on to other
people and tends to make them exacting employers, though in the demands they make on those un-
der them they temper this attitude with justice. They have potential abilities in the arts, sciences and
languages. Language especially they use correctly, clearly, consciously and formally, as grammarians
and etymologists rather than for literary interests, yet they are likely to have a good memory for apt
quotations. Although they are well suited for careers in machine drawing, surveying and similar occu-
pations, they are better fitted for a job in a library or office than a workshop.

Their minds are such that they need the stimulus of practical problems to be solved rather than the
mere routine or working to set specifications that need no thought. They are careful with money and
their interest in statistics makes them excellent bookkeepers and accountants. They also make good
editors, physicists and analytical chemists. They may also find success as welfare workers, minister-
ing to those less fortunate than themselves. They can be doctors, nurses, psychologists, teachers,
confidential secretaries, technologists, inspectors, musicians, critics, public speakers and writers es-
pecially of reference works such as dictionaries and encyclopedias. Both sexes have a deep interest
in history, a feature recognized by astrological authorities for at least two hundred years. If they go in
for a business career their shrewdness and analytical ingenuity could tempt them into dishonesty,
though they usually have enough moral sense to resist temptation. Female Virgoans may find a ca-
reer in fashion, for they have a flair for dress, in which they can be trend setters. In any profession
they choose the natives of this sign readily assimilate new ideas, but always with caution, conserving
what they consider worth keeping from the past. They love country life but are unlikely to make good
farmers, unless they can contrive to carry out their work without outraging their sense of hygiene and
cleanliness.

Their faults, as is usual with all zodiacal types, are the extremes of their virtues. Fastidious reticence
and modesty become old-maidishness and persnicketiness; balanced criticism becomes carping and
nagging; and concern for detail becomes overspecialization. Virgoans are liable to indecision in wider
issues and this can become chronic, turning molehills of minor difficulties into Himalayas of crisis.
Their prudence can become guile and their carefulness, turned in on themselves, can produce worri-
ers and hypochondriacs.
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MERCURY INTO RETROGRADE

At 07:18 UT (Universal Time), on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 24th, 2008, Mercury the cosmic trickster
turns retrograde in Libra, the sign of the Scales,
sending communications, travel, appointments, mail
! and the www into a general snarlup! This awkward

! period begins a few days before the actual turning
point (as Mercury slows) and lasts for three weeks or
so, until October 15, just after the Full Moon in Aries,
when the Winged Messenger reaches his direct sta-
tion. At this time he halts and begins his return to
direct motion through the zodiac.

Everything finally straightens out on October 31, as
he passes the point where he first turned retrograde.
Mercury turns retrograde three times a year, as a
rule, but the effects of each period differ, according
to the sign in which it happens

A planet is described as retrograde when it appears
to be moving backwards through the zodiac. Accord-
ing to modern science, this traditional concept arises in the illusory planetary
motion created by the orbital rotation of the earth with relation to other planets
in our solar system. Planets are never actually retrograde or stationary, they
just seem that way due to this cosmic shadow-play.

Retrograde periods, although often problematic for us earthlings, are not par-
ticularly uncommon. Each planet retrogrades, except the Sun and Moon. Al-
though a powerful astrological influence, Mercury is quite a small planet that
travels at a relatively fast speed through the zodiac. Despite being the closest
planet in our solar system to the Sun, it is not always in the same sign as the
Sun (for example, although this time Mercury turns retrograde in Libra, the
same sign as the Sun, last year Mercury turned in Scorpio while the Sun was in
Libra, but headed back into Libra just as the Sun strode into Scorpio).

The Key Issue

The key issue here is one of focus. Mercury's retro phase tends to bring unfore-
seen changes and blockages, but the aggravation and frustration that many of
us experience during these periods is often due to our own inability to roll with
the punches. Is this due to our ego-fixation? Mercury sets out to restructure our
thinking processes and for many of us this is painful and frustrating. Moreover,
these experiences reveal flaws in our internal organisation as well as our exter-
nal planning, which can make us feel foolish and inadequate.

Mercury retrograde, like any cosmic aspect, affects people differently, depend-
ing on where it hits their personal charts. Some people actually prosper under a
retro Mercury, especially if Mercury is retrograde but otherwise well-aspected in
their birth charts. It is also a time when matters begun under a previous retro
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To contact us please call: (517) 507-5051

Or

Email us at: blueravenllc@comcast.net

.
Mercury into Retrograde cont.

period will come to fruition, or completion as the case may be. Firm decisions
that have been previously made when Mercury is travelling normally through
the zodiac may be implemented or finalised while Mercury is retrograde without
too much worry, for experience shows that this can be done without undue
problems arising.

Mercury Retrograde in Libra

When Mercury is retrograde, everyone's thinking is more introspective and we
tend to think about issues and concerns which relate to the sign involved. With
Mercury retrograde in Libra, people with this sign prominent in their charts will
be especially prone to such introspection. Libra is a Cardinal Sign, so the other
Cardinal Signs, Aries, Cancer and Capricorn will also receive a touch of the lash!

Venus, the planetary ruler of pleasure-loving Libra, enters sexy, mysterious
Scorpio at the same time (Sep. 24) and remains there until leaving Scorpio to
enter Sagittarius on Oct. 18. This stimulates jealousy and intense, passionate
emotions, combined with a love of sensation, luxury and pleasures. Excesses of
sex and passion, especially among the young, will prove more than usually cha-
otic over this phase. Religious feeling tends to be intense. Misdirected communi-
cations can create jealous marital relations, impulsive behaviour and the need
to control relationships.

Mercury retro in Libra can disturb the mental balance, making us more than
usually indecisive. Virtue and morality will be under pressure from both sides,
combining jealousy and possessiveness with the agonies of doubt and indeci-
sion! Sharing ideas, especially those connected with moneymaking and other
tangible rewards will present a higher risk. Attempts to maintain objectivity and
an unbiased approach are likely to be thwarted and coloured by emotion. Trou-
ble through lawsuits affecting partnerships or an unfaithful marriage partner will
afflict those who may be in the relevant situations.

Gossip about celebrities, the arts and salacious topics in general will be rife. Ru-
mours regarding partners, spouses and collaborators in business and joint ven-
tures should be discounted, or at least taken with a dose of salt, especially if
sex or money are involved, as the atmosphere will be thick with misinformation
and innuendo, particularly leading up to the Full Moon on the 14th of October.
All areas of communication are affected, especially in matters related to the
law, partnerships, marriage or the arts. This period brings travel snafus and
missed appointments of all kinds. Documents can go astray. Be sure to carry a
diary and refer to it often.




